- - - 1 B nn ssmsse mtseeiin Seaee s bRIAAAT . AV ATIAWRIA. Q1A - | “aqrpuy *

f

PAGE SIX

WEYMOUTH ANGLING CENTRE

THE OLD HARBOUR HOUSE,
24 TRINITY ROAD, WEYMOUTH

Host port of the EFSA 1997 English Boal
. Championship
Chesil Beach voted No. 1 Sea Angling
Venue on the mainiand UK
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BOAT BOOKING
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ADVERTISEMENT EEATURE

DORCHESTER and DISTRICT
ANGLING SOCIETY

celebrate their

HALF CENTURY

7 days a week
the next 50 years!

TEL. 01305 777771

for a competitive quote on all your angling requirements

REVELS FISHERY

(PART OF REVELS FISHING GROUP OF COMPANIES)

MIDDLEMARSH, Near DORCHESTER
Telephone: (01300) 345301

9 lakes extansively stocked with 18 species of coarse
‘ fish. Extensive on site tackle shop. Open 7 days.

3]
CONGRATULATIONS ON
YOUR 50th ANNIVERSARY!

Tel. 01935 433358 HIISIDE MILL
Fax. 04935 432937 STOFORD, YEOVIL

DORSET DRILLING SERVICES

SITE INVESTIGATIONS - PILING - WATER WELLS

House Bros. & Balley Ltd.

Lakes; Golf Courses, Outdoor Lalsure

Looking to the fu

TO establish an
angling club with a
handful of members
and no water to fish
is at best optimistic
and at worst down-
right crazy!

But on October 18, 1947,
nine intrepid coarse fish-
ermen did just that and so
the Dorchester Angling
Society was born.

Society archives reveal
that an inaugural meeting
was held in The Old Com-
rades Club at which a Mr
Arnold was appointed
Chairman.

A committee comprising
Mr Dyer, Mr Wilson, Mr
Attryde and Mr Gilbert
were appointed with a
brief to find some water —
and fast! Secretary/-
treasurer was a Mr T A
Brook.

The matter of where to
fish was discussed at sub-
sequent meetings and in
December 1947 it tran-
spired that a small section
of the River Frome at
m%w:ﬁsﬁoz was identi-

presentdtion evening.

1948 the matter was re-
solved and the Society got
its first water.

ings, afternoons and
evenings. Y
No sooner had the rota

people moved into the area
to work at the UKAEA at
Winfrith, among them be-

TROPHY WINNERS: Dorchester and District Angling Society’s top anglers line up at the club’s annual

Pictures: FINNBARR WEBSTER.

plus members can fish
about six miles of the
River Stour, some three

ENVIRONMENTAL DRILLING The acquisition turned  Even thenit wasfraught Deen established and the ing many coarse fisher- miles of the Frome, one
Would like to congratulate Dorchester and District out to be convoluted and  with difficulty because the %ﬂw@%ﬁwﬂ%%ﬂ%mﬁ% %mw.samgum tojoinalocal mile of the Brue and

Angling Soclety on 50 years of angling
6 Sunnyside, Shitterton, Bere Regis

ultimately short-lived.
Owner Mrs Graham-Jones
was willing, but not so her

stretch of water was - so
short that the committee
had to draw up a rota of

than the Society lost its
tenure of the water.
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Naturally the Society
began to grow and more

vtmbman srvmen  mamerimed -

almost seven miles of the
Parrett, Isle and Yeo near
hmamﬁoi. plus Eﬁw at
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Specialist Angling
Supplies

1 ATHELSTAN ROAD, DORCHESTER, DORSET DT1 1NR
Tel. (01305) 266500 Mobile 0589 680464

Comprehensive stocks of all ranges of Tackle and Bait
to suit Sea, Coarse and Game Anglers

— ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES —

Permits available for Trout Fishing on River Frome

Exclusive Coarse Fishing at:-
LUCKFIELD LAKE, BROADMAYNE

Also:- Professionals in all aspects of river keeping
and fishery management

Happy 50th Anniversary to Dorchester and District
Angling Society
Keeper for Dorchester Fishing Club
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iety lay dormant for
almost six years, but in
May 1954 the Society re-
emerged courtesy of Mr R
H Cooper of Manor Farm,
Blandford St Mary, who
made available a stretch of
the River Stour which
flowed through his land. A
new committee was
formed and got down to
business.

Subscriptions were
fixed at 10/- for adults, 5/-
for 15 to 18-year-olds and
free membership for up to
six minors. Membership
was fixed at 30.

Soon about 1,200 yards
of the River Frome at Wool
was acquired from Mor-
den Estates which the Soc-
lety still rents today.

By 1957 membership
was raised to 40, but as
demand continued to out-
strip supply AGMs were
frequently attended by the
enfire membership, fear-
ful they may be out on
their ear if they didn’t put
in an appearance.

In the late 1950s/early
1960s a large number of

the River Stour at Marn-
hull and Child Okeford.
Still waters were also
obtained at Sydling and
Milton Abbas.

By the time the Society
reached its 30th annivers-
ary in 1977, membership
had grown to 124 seniors
and 20 juniors,

In the 1980s a further
two miles of the Stour at
Hanford were rented from
Hanford Farms, a close
relationship having devel-
oped with Tandowner Bing
Ingram-Spencer II.

Also in the '80s the Soc-
iety recognised the need
for small clubs to work
together and for over 10
years it has had a water-
share arrangement with
Wareham Angling Society.

In the early 1990s the
Society — again looking
for safety in numbers —
Joined the Wessex Federa-
tion of Anglers, giving
members access to several
rivers in Somerset owned
by the Environment
Agency.

Today the Society’s 200-
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The Society caters for

ALL AGE GROUPS FROM 12 YEARS UPWARDS
There are active Junior and Match Sections and

REDUCED RATES FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

and HUSBANDS AND WIVES
The Society has
RIGHTS YO OVER 11 MILES on THE STOUR, FROME,
BRUE, PARRETT and ISLE
Plys A TWO-ACRE LAKE AT KINGCOMBE

There Is o water sharing arrangement with
Wareham, thus giving

ACCESS TO MORE LAKES AND RIVER

Members can aiso fish the prolific

REVELS COMPLEX AT A CONSIDERABLE DISCOUNY

(north of Dorchester)

Stoborough, Knapp Farm
at Buckland Newton and a
special deal to fish rivers
at much reduced rates.

During the past 50 years
many people have worked
hard to keep the Society
solvent and moving for-
ward.

It was under the chair-
manship of the late Henry
Attryde that the Society
really got established. He
wag succeeded by the late
Gavin Gilbert, then Ted
Flatters, and Derek Pride,
who is still 2 member after
40 years.

Chairman for the past 18
years has been Mike Park,
former District Secretary
of West Dorset District
Council.

Over the years many
members have done their
share for the Society.
Names such as Len White,
Alan Rendall, Gordon
Smallwood, Stan Strange,
Ken Sevior — who joined
when it reformed in 1954
and who is still 2 member
and Eric Sherwoed, the
current President.

As Society Chairman
Mike Park says: “That the
Dorechester and District
Angling Society has not
only survived but pros-
pered for half-a-century is
as much a tribute to the
management of the Socie-
ty's affairs as to the
quality and availability of
its waters.

“Another part of our
success is that we are a
friendly club which
attracts people from all
walks of life who just want
to enjoy their fishing,
whether at the matches we
run or in some sechided
spot on their own.

“We've got members
from the business world,
the professions, the fac-
tories and offices, the
military — especially the
Royal Navy and even
showbiz. Top TV enter-
tainer Chris Tarrant has
been a member for about
15 years.

“Also contributing to
the success is the tremen-
dous help and encourage-
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